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modern methods of elimination, destruction or exter-
mination but by the peaceful methods of absorption
and sublimation. When they found that a local God
or ideal was too low to contain within it any higher
inspiration, they never condemned the people for
their concept of God or their methods xof worship
but by supplying them with a greater significance
they raised the entire concept into the very pedestal
of the Vedic Truths. These are all historical facts
accepted, recognised and declared by the great re-
search scholars working on India's ancient civilisation *
What I want to emphasize with these statements
is the fact that Hinduism, as it stands today, may
be too much of a baffling contradiction for many of
those who have reached today the Yagnasala. We
have not come here in the blind faith of the old but we
have reached here in an active intellectual admiration,
ready to question, and never ready to accept any
declaration as such simply because it is ancient.
Simple faith cannot save us now; therefore, I must
request you all not to enter this Yagnasala in an
innocent faith that dullens the intellect but reach here
in a burning spirit of research and scholarship, in
a gushing spirit of seeking and discovery, to know,
to question and to understand.
In thus trying to understand the Great Rishis,
if we may have to adopt new traditions, we must do
so and accommodate the new social demands of our
present era. We shall certainly do so and such an
act shall not be considered as a blind revolt. The